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THE AIMS OF THE WORKSHOP

ÅTo explain and informparents/carersabout the
spelling expectationsfor each year group.
ÅTo share the terminology used in spelling.
ÅTo share the Key Stage 1 and 2 requirements for 

spelling.
ÅTo share how we teach spellings at Manor



òMy spelling is wobbly. Itõs good spelling, but it 

wobbles, and letters get in the wrong place.ó          

Winnie the Pooh 

Good spelling instruction must give you the power to spell words you 

have never seen before 



CHILDREN WHO STRUGGLE WITH SPELLING USUALLY 
HAVE NO STRATEGIES UP THEIR SLEEVE WHEN THEY GET 
STUCK ON A WORD. ASK ANY WEAK SPELLERS THE 
QUESTION, ôWHAT DO YOU DO WHEN YOU CANNOT 
SPELL A WORDõ. THEY WILL HAVE, AT BEST, ONE 
STRATEGY. BUT IT IS MOST LIKELY THAT THEY GUESS. TO 
HELP THEM BECOME BETTER SPELLERS THEY NEED TO 
ACQUIRE A RANGE OF DIFFERENT APPROACHES TO HELP 
THEM.                               

PIE CORBETT 



SPELLING BEGINS IN RECEPTION 

ÅKnow all of the individual letter soundsandnames.

ÅThey shouldknow all of the phonemestaught in phases 
2 and3 for example:

Åch sh ai or igh



KS1 EXPECTATIONS FOR SPELLING 

MOST PEOPLE READ WORDS MORE ACCURATELY THAN THEY SPELL THEM. THE

YOUNGER PUPILS ARE, THE TRUER THIS IS. 

BY THE END OF YEAR 1, PUPILS SHOULD BE ABLE TO READ A LARGE NUMBER OF 

DIFFERENT WORDS CONTAINING THE GPCS THAT THEY HAVE LEARNT, WHETHER OR 

NOT THEY HAVE SEEN THESE WORDS BEFORE. SPELLING, HOWEVER, IS A VERY 

DIFFERENT MATTER. ONCE PUPILS HAVE LEARNT MORE THAN ONE WAY OF SPELLING 

PARTICULAR SOUNDS, CHOOSING THE RIGHT LETTER OR LETTERS DEPENDS ON THEIR 

EITHER HAVING MADE A CONSCIOUS EFFORT TO LEARN THE WORDS OR HAVING 

ABSORBED THEM LESS CONSCIOUSLY THROUGH THEIR READING. YOUNGER PUPILS 

HAVE NOT HAD ENOUGH TIME TO LEARN OR ABSORB THE ACCURATE SPELLING OF 

ALL THE WORDS THAT THEY MAY WANT TO WRITE. 



WHAT





DAILY PHONICS FOR RECEPTION AND YEAR 1
ÅThrough reception and into year 1 we usestrategiessuch as

sound buttons whichenable children to read individual
phonemes. 

t hat

nig h t 

r a in

ÅWe also use robot arms to help sound 
out phonemes . This help some children 
hear the sounds for spelling . 

ÅIn addition to phonics we also teach the 
year 1 spelling expectations such as; 
The pr ef ix ïun.

I tie d th e ribbon.

I unt ied th e ribbon.
within the English lessons 

HOW



YEAR 2 ðSWANS  

WE FOLLOW THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM AND 

OUR OWN DEVISED SPELLING CURRICULUM. IN 

ADDITION TO THE COMMON EXCEPTION WORDS 

FOR EACH YEAR GROUP, ALL TEACHERS ARE 

EXPECTED TO TEACH SPELLINGS EITHER DISCRETELY 

OR WITHIN THE ENGLISH LESSON. 

IN YEAR 2 WE HAVE A 15-20 MINUTE DISCRETE 

SPELLING LESSON PER DAY. 

Week Spelling/Phonics 

1 Spellings - n: kn&  n: gn

The ôkõ and ôgõ at the beginning of these words was sounded hundreds of 

years ago.

knee kneel knew knickers knight knit knives knob knock knot know knuckle 

knife

gnarled gnash gnat gnaw gnomes sign

2 Spellings - r: wr

This spelling probably also reflects an old pronunciation

wrap wrapper wreck wrestle wriggle wrinkle wrist write wrong wriggly 

wrinkly

3 Spellings - l: le

The ðle spelling is the most common spelling for this sound at the end of 

words.

bubble  scribble cuddle middle muddle puddle paddle riddle saddle juggle 

smuggle apple battle bottle kettle little dazzle drizzle puzzle bible bundle 

candle dawdle handle needle noodle poodle chuckle prickle tickle uncle 

angle ankle grumble  able cable fable sable table sample  simple

4 Spellings - l: el

The ðel spelling is much less common than ðle.

The ðel spelling is used after m, n, r, s, v, w and more often than not after s.

camel tunnel squirrel travel towel tinsel marvel excel rebel quarrel angel 

label cancel

5 Spellings - l: al

Not many nouns end in ðal, but many adjectives do.

accidental comical critical electrical eventual exceptional fatal final 

individual logical magical medical musical national natural normal 

occasional original ornamental  personal practical regional sensational 

several traditional physical racial  social special official financial commercial 

artificial torrential confidential essential influential initial partial

6 Revision Week

7 Spell Check: Sentences for dictation

Kn, gn, wr, le, el, al



KS1 - SPELLING ASSESSMENTS 

There are 2 ways in which spelling is assessed at the end of year 2. 

1) Through ongoing writing assessments. The class teacher assesses a piece 
of written work 3 times per half term. Within that assessment they are 
looking for application of taught spellings. 



KS1 SPAG TEST

2)At the end of each term pupils in year 1 and 2

will take part in a formal spelling assessment. 

They will not usually know that it is a test. We call

them quizzes! 

At the end of year 2 pupils will sit  a compulsory SPAG

test. 

Thetest consisted of two components.

ÅPaper1-Aspelling task.

ÅPaper2- Grammarbased questions

These tests are not compulsory yet, however at Manor we use them to inform our teacher 
assessments and pupils will sit these tests at the same time as their other SATS tests. 



KEY STAGE 2 (OWLS AND PENGUINS)

ÅThroughout KS2, spelling follows a similar pattern as 

year 2. 

ÅEach teacher is expected to teach, from the National 

Curriculum, the spellings for their pupils mixed year 

group as the NC has set an end of lower key stage 

requirement (year 3/4) and an end of KS 

expectation. 

ÅTeachers may choose to teach a discrete spelling 

lesson or teach the spellings within the English lesson.

ÅSpellings should be set each week as homework. 



KS2 - SPELLING ASSESSMENTS 

As KS1 spelling is assessed in 2 ways. 

1) Through assessment of Independent Writing (Big Writes) 3 times per half 

term. 



KS2 SPAG TESTS

2) Each term the pupils will sit a spelling test as part of our termly assessments. 
Teachers will then use this test to assess the children's progress and to plan for the 
following term. 

* At the end of year 6 pupils will sit a

national compulsory SPAG Test. 

Thetest consisted of two components.

ÅPaper1-Aspelling task- 20 spellings

ÅPaper2- Grammarbased questions

ÅAs these tests are compulsory pupils will sit these tests at the same time as their 
other SATS tests in May. They are then sent off to be marked externally  and are 
reported nationally. 



WHAT MAKES A GOOD SPELLER?

ÅGood visible memory

ÅRecognise rhyme and rhythm

ÅDistinguish sounds around them

ÅOral blending and segmenting

ÅObserve order of events

Å recognise parts of a whole

Syllables

ÅRules/conventions /strategies

ÅRecognising Patterns-

Exceptions /tricky words

ÅAlphabetïsounds and names

Link letters with sounds

ÅHold a pen and 

forms letters 

correctly 

Prefixes/suffixes

ÅPositive attitude

ÅPerseverance



STRATEGIES TO HELP WITH SPELLINGS 

What we do at school 

Look, Say, Cover, Write, 

Check! 

Look carefully at the word then read it out loud, 

cover it, write it then check. Repeat several times. 

Always make sure the word is spelt correctly in the 

first place. Use a dictionary for this. 

Syllables Listen to how many syllables there are and break the 

word into smaller parts. 

(Sep-tem-ber) 

Root Words Find its root word 

(Smiling = smile + ing)

Analogy Use words that you already know to help 

(could-would-should)

Mnemonics Make up a rhyme or sentence to help 

(Could ðO U Lucky Duck)



HOW TO HELP AT HOME

ÅSpend some time helpingïlittle and often is best

ÅPlay gamesïmake it as fun and enjoyable as possible

ÅLots of encouragement !



USEFUL WEBSITES 

Åhttps://www.educationcity.com/

Åwww.spellingcity .com

Åwww.nor t hwood.or g.uk/ li t er acy.ht m

Åht t p://w ww.woodlands-j unior.kent .sch.uk/ int eract ive/lite racy.html#7

Åht tp: / / www.kidsspell.com/

Åht tp:/ / www.cric kweb.co.uk/ks2li t eracy.html

Åht tp:/ / www.bbc.co.uk/scho ols/ wor dsandpict ures/l ongvow/poems/ f poem.

Åhtml ht tp:/ / www.f unbrain.com/kidscent er.htm

Åht tp:/ / www.bbc.co.uk/scho ols/ spellits/

Åht tp:/ / www.parentsintouch.c o.uk/Spell ing-works heets

http://www.spellingcity.com/
http://www.spellingcity.com/
http://www.northwood.org.uk/literacy.htm
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/interactive/literacy.html
http://www.kidsspell.com/
http://www.crickweb.co.uk/ks2literacy.html
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures/longvow/poems/fpoem.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/wordsandpictures/longvow/poems/fpoem.shtml
http://www.funbrain.com/kidscenter.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/spellits/
http://www.parentsintouch.co.uk/Spelling-worksheets


ANY QUESTIONS? 


