
Robins and Ducklings
Phonics Workshop

27th September 2022



Three and Four-Year Olds
Prime Area Specific Area



Children in Reception
Prime Area Specific Area



Early Learning Goal
Prime Area Specific Area



How do we teach phonics in the EYFS?

• Specific phonic sessions
• Story reading
• Singing, including our Nursery Rhyme of the Week
• Phonic based activities within the continuous provision
• Listening games





Phase 1 – listening skills
Phase 2 – primarily, but not 

exclusively, the alphabet letters
Phase 3 – digraphs and trigraphs
Phase 4 – consonant blends e.g. 

‘br’, ‘cr’, ‘sp’ etc.



Tricky Words
These are words that are not decodable (i.e. – phonic 
knowledge cannot be used to blend them, e.g. c – a – t 
being ‘cat’). Example of Phase 2 tricky words include 
‘the’ and ‘no’. Examples of Phase 3 tricky words 
include ‘was’ and ‘you’. These words have to be simply 
learnt by sight.



Phonics Lessons
These sessions are typically taught separately, with Ducklings 
working with Mrs Perry and Robins working with Mr Forman.
Ducklings will focus on Phase 1 listening skills. They may begin 

to investigate Phase 2 phonemes during the summer term, if 
the cohort are ready to learn them.
Robins begin with Phase 2 sounds, working through to Phase 4 

in the summer term.



Phonics activities will be present 
within the continuous provision, for 
example talking tins, name writing, 

letter writing etc.



Reading in class and reading at home
Clearly, phonics is the key to unlocking reading and all this has to offer. Reading regularly at home is so 
important, as it reinforces and extends the learning that takes place in school. But reading for pleasure is 
equally as important!
With regard to the school reading books, these need to be phonically decodable, which is why the children 
may have books on more than one occasion, as they move towards blending, holding a sentence in their head 
and comprehending what they have read.
Children will often ‘learn’ a text. This means they can appear very fluent in ‘reading’ the story, as they have 
memorised it. Good ways to check that children are reading the text rather than simply memorising it 
include reading a random page, cover up the pictures to remove visual clues, writing a sentence on a 
separate piece of paper and asking them to read it in isolation or simply picking a variety of random words 
from random pages in order to check they are reading the specific word.



Let’s go and watch 
phonics!



What resources needed to give out at 
workshop?

- phase 1 listening games – list of
- flashcards
- phase 2 / 3 sounds
- phase 2 / 3 tricky words


